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A Note from our Interim  
Rector 
Advent Formation    

During the Season of Advent, the Church 
gently prods us to examine our heart of 
hearts, and it attempts to move us toward 
personal faith renewal and revival.  The 
few weeks before Advent begins, our 
Sunday scripture readings remind us that 
Jesus is coming again, in judgment, with the message that the End 
is near.   

With that in mind, Advent introduces John the Baptizer, with the 
same message; thus the call to repentance comes full-circle.  Our 
frustration with the season is that the commercialism of Christmas-
to-come runs roughshod over the Church’s Advent message to slow 
down.  We find ourselves in a kind of tension that is creative, at 
best, and exhausting, at worst.  This confuses children, as well as 
adults. 

Let it be!  --Advent, that is.  The season of patiently waiting is no 
time for an end-run!  Don’t rush it –Christmas will get here soon 
enough, and then we will enjoy twelve whole days of it: after all, 
it’s not Christmas ‘til it’s Christmas!  (Besides, that’s when the 
sales are greatest!)  So please help your family to really enjoy Ad-
vent as a time for us to get priorities straight, in light of God’s 
greatest Gift to us.  How? 

Re-introduce yourself to the gift of wondering, pondering.  In many 
of our Episcopal Churches we use a Montessori-styled children's 
formation program called Godly Play, through this, our kids learn 
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Dear Friends, 

 Lori and I would like to offer our heartfelt thanks to you for the lovely farewell reception on 
our last Sunday with you, as I concluded my ministry with you.  How thoughtful it all 
was!  And we will much enjoy the very generous gift card from Scheels. 

 It was a joy and a blessing to get to know you, and it was my privilege to serve you.  It was 
truly inspiring to see your all your faithful efforts in this year of new beginning at Church of 
the Incarnation.  Please know that you will remain in our hearts, always, and I pray—in con-
fidence—“that the God who began a good work among you will bring it to comple-
tion.” (Philippians 1:6) 

 With much love in Christ, 

  
Adam Linton+ 
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how to wonder, to ponder.  There's no reason to keep this from adults!  Some of us may have gotten 
out of practice at wondering.  I invite you to give yourself this gift for Advent.   

For a few moments, consider the whole idea of the Incarnation of God, and start a list of questions for 
you and your family or friends sit around and ponder, and then to talk about.  Sit with Mary and Jo-
seph.  Meditate on the gift of Messiah.  What does he really mean to you and to your loved ones?  It is 
a time for us to get ready for Jesus to be re-born in our hearts, even as we prepare to celebrate his 
humble birth in that stable so long ago.   

How you go about it will be up to you as part of your family’s spiritual journey.  You are equipped 
with the tools!  Ponder your growing-up or current family’s traditions –they may well serve as little 
liturgies that draw you to Christ.  Slow down, be intentional, and enjoy this time together! 

Observing a holy Advent can be an antidote to the frustration of a “con-fusing” (meaning both, joined 
together, as well as crazy-busy).  While I can’t suggest that your family wait until Christmas Eve to 
put up the Christmas tree, as our grandparents did so many years ago.  However, we can encourage 
our life companions to walk through Advent, with Mary and Joseph, and with the Church down 
through the ages.  Make it a kind of pilgrimage. 

Then be very intentional about celebrating the real meaning of the Christ-Mass season on the eve of 
the First Day of Christmas, stretching it out the whole twelve days, until the Epiphany, as the Church 
still does.  So ignore your neighbors as they throw their dried-out tree onto the curb on the 26th (that 
they put up Thanksgiving weekend).  It’s not Christmas ‘til it’s Christmas!  Then—let the celebration 
begin!   

Advent (and Christmas) blessings, 
 
Glen + 
 
By the way, if you’d like a copy of my little children’s Advent book, entitled, It’s not Christmas ‘til 
it’s Christmas!, just stop by the office for one!  
 



FISH Data for October 2022 

 The chart below is a comparison of those serviced by FISH between October 2021 and October 

2022.  As you can see there have been some changes between the 2021 and 2022 figures.  There 

was an increase in the number of families (non-singles), singles, adults, children, meals served, 

and pounds of food delivered; we were up; 5.9%, 52.6%, 21%, 6.1%, 15.8, and 15.3% respec-

tively. There were no decreases in any of the categories. The YTD numbers experienced increas-

es in the number of families (non-singles), singles, adults, children, meals served, and pounds of 

food delivered; we were up 26.9%, 34.6%, 19.9%, 41.5%, 25.9%, and 20.6% respective-

ly.  There were no decreases in any of the YTD categories.  This enabled FISH to provide about 

3.5 tons of emergency food to our community during the month of October 2022 and 29.1 tons 

(or 2.9 tons per month) YTD from January through October 2022. 

As you can see there is still a demand for emergency food here in Great Falls.  This demand is 

met only by your generous donations to FISH and is greatly appreciated by all the recipients.  

Amen!  Bob Shanks, Member of the FISH Board of Directors, representing Church of the Incar-

nation. 
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FISH Activities 

On behalf of FISH, thank you for your kind and generous support. Your love and concern make 

this worthwhile organization possible.  You have been generous to FISH in the following ways:   

  

Supporting the contributing to the Town Pump challenge; volunteering at FISH when your week 

is scheduled; donating food; supporting FISH with financial gifts; and praying for our continued 

success; contributes to the overall success of the FISH program.  

  

On behalf of the Board of Directors of FISH thanks you again for all your support and your part-

nership in the FISH program during 2022. May God bless you during the up-coming holiday 

season. 

 Oct. 2021 2021 YTD Oct. 2022 2022 YTD 

Families (non  

singles) 

51 379 54 481 

Singles 38 338 58 455 

Adults 124 1,087 150 1,303 

Children 66 424 70 600 

Meals 2,850 22,665 3,300 28,545 

Pounds of Food 6,145 48,306 7,084 58,275 

Our next week to volunteer is December 5—9.   
 

Our Town Pump Challenge raised $1,126.86 which will be doubled. 

The gift was made in honor of Bob Shanks and his wonderful ministry to and with FISH. 

Thank you Bob! 
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Date Musicians Lector Lector Worship Leader—8 

am 

Worship Leader—

10 am 

December 4 

Advent 2 

 

Melissa Smith Gerry Jennings Chuck Jennings HE I—Fr. Glen  HE II—Fr. Glen  

December 11 

Advent 2 

 

Shad Bailey Camee Dohrman Mary Ann Cosgrove HE I—The Rt. Rev. 

Marty Stebbins 

HE II—The Rt. Rev. 

Marty Stebbins 

December 18 

Advent 3 

 

Holly Neibauer Sara Quay Peter Jennings Trudy Nelson Jeff Brainard 

December 24 

Christmas Eve 

9 pm 

Lana Furdell Rich Ecke Cheryl Quintero  HE II—Fr. Glen 

December 25 

Christmas Day 

10 am 

No musician TBD/Volunteer TBD/Volunteer  HE II Fr. Glen 

 

Bible Study is Moving! 

 

Tuesday’s Bible study is moving to Wednesdays, beginning on December 7.  We’re still gath-
ering in the Guild Room, and will still offer a Zoom connection through our website on the 
Home page under Bible Study.     www.churchoftheincarnationmontana.org. 

 

Schedule for December 
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Upcoming Memorial Foundation Meeting.   

The quarterly meeting of the Memorial Foundation will take place on Thursday, December 8, 2022 at 
5:30 p.m. in the Guild Room.  All Foundation members are encouraged to attend.  

Holiday Service Schedule 
 

Saturday, December 24, Christmas Eve Eucharist, 9 pm 

Sunday, December 25, Christmas Day Eucharist, 10 am 

Sunday, January 1. New Year’s Day//Holy Name, 10 am 
 

Important Notes 

• 12/4     After the 10 am service, Lay Eucharistic Visitor Training (Let Donna know if you are in-

terested) 

• 12/11     Bishop Marty’s official visitation—Special Coffee Hour 

• 12/29     12 noon, Vestry meeting (moved due to holidays) 

• Look at Outreach opportunities on page 7 

• Prayer Chain—if you would like to be added to our prayer chain, and/or Intercessory prayers dur-

ing the service, please let the office know.  If urgent, please call Sara at 406-788-5828. 

• Cheryl is still seeking volunteers for Altar Guild.  If you are able to assist, contact Cheryl at 

406/468-0024 and/or cherylquintero@yahoo.com. 

• Christmas Service schedule may be found at the top of this page.  

• Weekly during December, Wednesdays at 5:30 pm, Advent Book Study 
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From the Senior Warden 

 
Dear Parish Family, 

 

Wow!  It’s December!  I remember last year at this time we had supply priests, brand new Morning 

Prayer officiants, and we were scrambling to reorganize.  We had our first Christmas after Covid with 

Bishop Marty.  This year we have had so many wonderful positive changes. 

 

The Vestry will be meeting with the Congregational Development team this first weekend in Decem-

ber, we’re starting a book study, bringing back our Taize service and much more!  (You can find some 

details in this newsletter.) 

 

We are so thankful for Fr. Adam’s time with us, and so grateful that Fr. Glen has stepped in for the 

next two months.  The Bishop and your Vestry are working on what happens after that, and as soon as 

we know, we will inform the entire congregation.   

 

Thank you one and all for all your care for this Church, for your prayers, and more.  Every bit makes a 

difference.  I look forward to a vital year where we continue to grow together and into our community. 

 

Love, blessings, and prayers 

 

Sara 

 

 

Contact information for Fr. Glen: 
 

406-223-9624 (personal cell for text and voice) 

incarnationpastor2022@gmail.com (email) 
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Family Promise 

 

Family Promise needs:  Blankets, macaroni & cheese microwave cups, bottled water, laundry detergent 

pods, soup (pull top cans), Ramen, Chef Boyardee (pull top lid), socks (new in all sizes), toilet paper, 8-

1/2 x 11 office paper, coffee pods (regular and decaf), saltine crackers, sanitizing wipes, cleaning sup-

plies, diapers (all sizes), light gloves (all sizes), hot chocolate, backpacks (boys), 3 tab file folders, paper 

towels.   

When you purchase needed items through Amazon Smile, Amazon donates to Family Promise Great 

Falls. 

We need supply van drivers, office volunteers and mentors willing to follow-up on the families we serve.  

In just a few hours a week, you can make a big difference to the families we service.  Call Gregg at 406-

564-5267. 

Outreach in this season of love, hope, peace, and light: 

Members of Incarnation are invited to provide gifts to 30 individuals (parents and children) 
from the Cameron Family housing center (Great Falls Rescue Mission).   We have the 
envelopes containing the information for the 30 gifts in the parish hall on (or near) the 
tree for you.  We have until December 16th to bring the gifts to the R.M. Admin. Office.  
So, if you can bring your unwrapped gifts back to the church by Wednesday, 12/14, we 
can get them all delivered!   

Housed Great Falls is seeking for volunteers for the Cold-weather Drop in at First United 
Methodist Church for the first two weeks of December (1-10th) Individuals are encour-
aged to only sign-up one day per week. Orientation will be provided to new volunteers. 
If the forecasted temperature is greater than 32 and rain, snow, or wind is not forecasted, 
you will receive email notification that the Drop-in has been canceled for the night. We 

will post weekly forecast and dates open on the Housed Great Falls and various church 
Facebook pages.  https://signup.com/go/uwaQEkf  

 

https://signup.com/go/uwaQEkf


Taizé/Healing Service 
 
An evening of silence, meditation, and 
healing will be offered on Sunday,  
December 4, at 7 pm in the Church.   
 
In this time of Advent (waiting) it will 
be lovely to settle our hearts and awak-
en ourselves to God’s presence. 
 
 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Church of the Incarnation 

600 3rd Avenue South 

Great Falls, MT 59401 

Mailing:  PO Box 3046, Great Falls, MT 

59403 
 

Phone: 406-453-4167 

E-mail: incarnationgreatfalls@gmail.com 

www.churchoftheincarnationmontana.org 

YOUR LOGO HERE 

 

 


